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SIDI ABDELKADER SCHOOL                                                              BAC EXAMS


English National Exam

The Text:
1. When Meghan Fenn returned from maternity leave following the birth of her daughter, she and a male colleague were awarded a pay rise. They were led to believe that the increase was the same for both of them. It was not until the following year when Fenn was made redundant, that she discovered that she had been awarded £4,000 less than her colleague. “I knew that once I’d had my daughter I was being treated differently,” Fenn says. “I was given low-profile work, which didn’t make sense. My boss said it was because I worked from home, but this made no difference to the hours I worked or what I could do.”  

2. Today a survey of 600 working mothers published by Tommy’s, the baby charity, shows that 33 per cent said they felt discriminated against at work, and 11 per cent had been demoted after returning from maternity leave. This is illegal. The study shows that irrespective of 30 years of feminist debate, women still feel under pressure at work when they become pregnant. As Tommy’s points out, this can lead to an unhappy and stressful pregnancy which can harm the health of the mother and baby.  

3. It is no coincidence that the Tommy’s study endorses last week’s findings by the Institute for Public Policy Research. This identified a shortage of babies caused, it is thought, by work pressures that force women to shelve plans to have a family. The result is a shortage of 90,000 babies a year, says the IPPR, and this now threatens an economic crisis as too few children are being born to support future elderly dependents. 

4. Fenn, 34, now works freelance from her home in Nottingham. She earns less money than she did as an employee, but the arrangement suits her because it enables her to spend more time with her children, Sammy, 4, and Anna Grace, 3. That said, she remains disappointed that a company employing 150 people was unable to accommodate her when she had children. When she first became pregnant she was told that she could take only three months’ leave, even though the law allowed for a longer period, and her company rejected her request to work part-time. 

5. “When I was made redundant I was told that the company was making cutbacks,” Fenn says. “Up to that point I didn’t feel there was anything I could do, and I didn’t feel comfortable about rocking the boat — I felt I was lucky to still have a job. But I do think companies need to make women who are pregnant feel valued. We should be treated with respect, not made to feel guilty, which I was. Employers should listen to them and understand that just because they’re pregnant, or they’ve had a baby, their minds haven’t gone completely out to pasture." She explains, “That’s how I was treated, like I couldn’t do my job any more. Of course you feel tired when you’re pregnant, but unless you have a really physical job you can still do it."

READING COMPREHENSION (15 MARKS):

1- Tich the correct box. (1 mark)
A suitable title to the text may be:

a) Women choose to opt out.

b) The hardships faced by women at work.

c) Pregnancy leads to redundancy.                  

2- Fill in the following table with cause-effect relationship. (3 marks)

	                      Cause
	                      Effect

	a) Women become pregnant.
	a) …………………………………

……………………………………

	b) …………………………………

……………………………………
	b) The health of the mother and 

baby are under harm.

	c) …………………………………

……………………………………
	c) A shortage of babies.


3- These sentences are false. Correct them with details from the text. (2 marks)
a) Meghan Fenn and her male collegue are awarded the same pay rise.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

b) The problem that Fenn faces in her new job is that she doesn't have enough time to take care of her children.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

4- Answer the following questions with reference to the text. (2 marks)
a) Why is there a possible economic crisis threatening Britain?

…………………………………………………………………………………………

b) According to Fenn, how should women be treated when they become pregnant?

…………………………………………………………………………………………

5- Find in the text words meaning nearly the same as: (2 marks)
a) having lost his or her job because the employer no longer needs or is able to pay them (§  ): ………………………………

b) to lower in rank or position; the opposite of "to promote"(§  ): …………………
6- Tick the best explanation of the underlined idiomatic expression. (1 mark)
"I didn't feel comfortable about rocking the boat."
a) being redundant

b) saying or doing something that will upset people or cause problems.
c) having another job.     

7- Find in the text the following structures. (1 mark)

a) Apposition: ………………………………………

b) Acronym:   ………………………………………

8- What / who do the underlined words refer to? (2 marks)

a) This (§ 2) refers to …………………………

b) We (§ 5) refers to  …………………………

9- Give a personal justified answer to the following question. (1 mark)
What do you think of employers dismissing women because of pregnancy?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

LANGUAGE (10 MARKS):

1- Fill in the blanks with words from the list below. Be careful! There are two extra words. (3 marks)

	Imp Word list: impact / tackle / shortage / merely / overpopulation / emissions 

        issue / potentail


 Failing to ……………………… climate change will increase the risk of fragile states falling into civil war and chaos, Margaret Beckett, the Foreign Secretary, said yesterday. An unstable climate would place huge additional strains on the tensions caused by ………………………….. and scarcity of resources. In many cases they were already at breaking-point and climate change had the ………………………to stretch them far beyond it, she said in a speech calling for …………………..charges to be placed on flights as soon as possible. In one of the strongest warnings given by a foreign minister on the…………………, Mrs Beckett said that climate change would bring more famines, make water ……………………an even worse problem and threaten security of energy supplies.
2- Circle the right alternative and put the brackted words in the right tense and or form. (4 marks)
Of no apparent reason a huge (amuse) ………………............. park (put up) ………………………..here in this medium sized town. And it's right in the middle of it, too. The park, one block away from the main street is filling up half of the local's attention and activities are connected to it. The whole construction is quite (keep well) ……….……………………., and offers (much / little / many) kinds of amusements (for / to / of) children, an artificial lake, fountains and a (small zoo / zoo small / zoo which is small). Right west of the park (lie / lies / lying) the ruins of a Byzantine fortress, and to the east an acceptable (archeology) ……………………. museum.

3- Match the sentence part in A with its completion in B to get coherent sentences. The sentence parts in A are in order. There is an extra part in B. Write the corresponding letters in column C. (3 marks)
	                           A
	                       B
	       C

	1- The US is the main pole of 

attraction 

2- 40% of its foreign-born adult

population 

3- Since the early 1990's, some 

900,000 highly skilled professionals

4- These people, mainly IT workers,

mostly came from

5- The US also takes in 32% of

6- Indeed, higher education is an 

important channel for US firms
	a) have tertiary level education.

b) all foreign students studying

in the OECD countries.

c) for foreign skilled workers.

d) recruiting highly skilled 

migrant.

e) have migrated to the US 

under the H1B temporary visa

programme

f) come for temporary business

trips.

g) India, China, Russia and a 

few OECD countries (including 

Canada, the UK and Germany)


	1+ ……

2+ ……

3+ ……

4+ ……

5+ ……

6+ ……


WRITING (15 MARKS):

Part One (5 marks):

1- Correct the underlined mistakes. (2.5 marks)

Many books have described the experience (1) who first taught Helen Keller that words have meanings. One morning, the (2) blaind child and her teacher walked through the garden to the well. There, they stopped beside the pump which took water out (3) at the well. While the cool stream flowed over Helen's hand, the teacher spelled "water" into the child's other hand. Helen's mind fixed upon the motions of (4) the fingers teacher's as they tapped the letters again and again. Suddenly, the child seemed to remember something she (5) has forgotten. As Helen Keller later explained, "I knew that w-a-t-e-r meant something that was flowing over my hand. That living word awakened my soul, gave it light, hope and set it free."

	1) who …………. 2) blaind ………… 3) at …….. 4) the fingers teacher's 

……………………. 5) has forgotten …………………….


2- Punctuate and capitalize the following sentence. (2.5 marks)

in 1979 (women invent property organization) wipo introduced wipo the gold medal award scheme for inventors 
Part Two (10 marks):

Sir David Attenborough, Broadcaster said,"Climate change is the biggest challenge facing the world... people must change their behaviour and their attitudes. If we care about our grandchildren then we have to do something, and we have to demand that our governments do something"

Write a magazine article where you you show the impact of climate change on our planet and on the people suggesting the different actions that should be taken both by individuals and the government.
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